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Book Reviews 
Inflammatory and Thrombotic Problems in Vascular 
Surgery 
R. M. Grenhalgh and J. T. Powell, eds. W.B. Saunders, 
1997. 472 pages, price £70. 
This book is another of the series which includes the 
contributions of the present authors from the latest 
Charing Cross International Symposium. This has es- 
tablished itself as one of the main annual vascular 
events in Europe. The text is divided into seven main 
sections; one introductory (four chapters), one dedi- 
cated to aortic aneurysms (seven chapters), one dedi- 
cated to peripheral vasculature (eight chapters), one 
covering vein graft stenosis (five chapters) and three 
final sections composed of 13 chapters dedicated to 
venous thrombosis, venous ulcers and lymphoedema. 
Most chapters are multi-authored, written by well 
known authorities, principally Europeans, and include 
a mosaic of topics that appear to have been chosen for 
their current interest rather than their relationship to 
each other. However, all chapters have a common de- 
nominator: the interrelated inflammatory and throm- 
botic basis as the aetiology of many vascular diseases. 
The introductory section as well as the section on 
aortic aneurysms addresses mainly basic science topics 
and correlates the principles to clinical practice. Topics 
including cytokine response to operative trauma, the 
role of inflammation (either specific or non-specific) 
in the pathogenesis of abdominal aortic aneurysms 
(AAA), the biological response to endovascular t eat- 
ment of AAA, the mechanisms of white cell activation 
during aortic surgery and its potential contribution in 
the aetiology of postoperative multiple organ failure, 
and adult respiratory distress syndrome are ap- 
propriately detailed to be understandable to the av- 
erage vascular surgeon. In contrast, the last five 
sections contain more traditional clinical material. 
Topics such as Buerger's disease, Raynaud's phe- 
nomenon, Takayasu's arteritis, optimal treatment for 
vein graft occlusion, superficial thrombophlebitis and 
management of axillary vein thrombosis are presented 
as short overviews with useful up-to-date information. 
Several chapters deserve aspecial mention. Towne's 
overview of vascular surgical emergencies in hyper- 
thrombotic states and Bergqvist's synopsis of low mo- 
lecular weight heparins for prevention and treatment 
of deep vein thrombosis are both excellent, very clear 
and of great interest o vascular surgeons, as is Barros 
D'Sa's coverage of multiple organ dysfunction syn- 
drome in AAA repair. The chapter on surgery for 
inferior vena cava thrombosis that argues for a new 
aggressive therapeutic approach to this difficult clin- 
ical problem deserves distinction. 
All chapters are fully referenced with many recent 
references up to 1997, which allows the interested 
reader to pursue the covered topics. The illustrations 
are accurate and of very good quality and the index 
is helpful and comprehensive. This book is worth 
its price and is highly recommended for all those 
practising vascular surgery. 
M. Lazarides 
Athens, Greece 
Emergency Vascular Practice 
A. D. B. Chant and A. A. B. Barros D'Sa, Eds. Arnold, 
1997. 269 pages. Price £95. 
This is a comprehensive book on peripheral vascular 
emergencies, written by 40 distinguished contributors. 
It is divided into 22 chapters and the first three chapters 
deal with emergency vascular services, resuscitation 
and perioperative bleeding problems. Extracranial 
cerebrovascular, upper limb, abdominal, lower limb 
arterial and venous vascular disorders and com- 
plications following vascular surgery requiring urgent 
or semi-urgent interventions are covered in detail, 
giving practical guidelines. The last six chapters are 
dedicated to iatrogenic vascular injuries and vascular 
trauma in the extremities, neck, chest and abdomen. 
Each chapter covers pathophysiological aspects of vari- 
ous disorders together with the principles of diagnosis 
and management. The diagnosis and management of
aortic dissections (especially type B) might have been 
included as it is of interest o vascular surgeons. 
In conclusion, this book is a very valuable con- 
tribution in the field of peripheral vascular disorders 
and gives brief but practical guidelines in the man- 
agement of various arterial and venous vascular emer- 
gencies. 
S. Karacagil 
Uppsala, Sweden 
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